Cascade annulation of malonic diamides: a concise synthesis of polycyclic pyrroloindolines.
A concise synthesis of polycyclic pyrroloindolines from simple malonic diamides via an intramolecular oxidative coupling/condensative cyclization cascade process is reported. The reaction provides an efficient method to construct polycyclic pyrroloindolines in good to excellent yields, which should be useful in the synthesis of natural products and pharmaceutical molecules.